4™ Annual Rural Oral Health Conference
September 11, 2009

“Improving Rural Oral Health Through
Innovative Programs”

Maine

Initiative: Governor’s Task Force on Expanding
Access to oral Health Care for Maine People

Purpose: to develop recommendations for
short-and long-term solutions to expand
access to oral health care programs for all
Maine citizens. The Task Force was directed to
iIdentify existing barriers to access and provide
recommendations for removing those barriers
and for expanding access to adequate oral
health care for Maine citizens.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Task Force first met in November 2007 and submitted its report to the Governor as required on December 1, 2008.  As noted, it’s purpose was to develop recommendations for short-and long-term solutions to expand access to oral health care services and programs.  The intended audience for the report was the Governor’s office, legislators, policy-makers and other stakeholders.  
The process of the task force took the form of 11 meetings, some of which involved speakers and presentations as well as discussion of the issues, and in its final meetings, review of the report itself.
The Governor appointed representatives of groups and organizations with differing perspectives on expanding access to oral health care including state departments, members of the public, representatives of the provider community and the insurance industry and representatives of the professional associations representing dentists, dental hygienists and denturists, as well as a  representative of an educational institution offering educational programs in related health care professions.  The President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House were asked to appoint two senators and two representatives to serve on the Task Force. 


¢ Key Features: 14 recommendations in six
areas, including one specific to workforce

¢ Outcomes: The report’s recommendations
formed the basis of or were cited in at least
13 proposals in the 2009 legislative session,
and have also been cited in successful grant
applications. Some of the proposals
resulted in changes in statutes.

¢ Next Steps/Future Direction: Remains to be
seen
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